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“He made a career choice and he had all the
support of his family. He wanted to drive
trucks and he wanted to serve his country.”

A number of friends and family members
posted a tribute to PFC Dawson on a memo-
rial website. Pennie Smith, PFC Dawson’s
cousin, praised the soldier for his service.
“Thank you, Brandon and all the brave and
courageous soldiers that fight and die for our
freedom,” Smith wrote. “l hadn’t seen Bran-
don since he joined the military, but he was
family and | loved him. | pray everyone con-
tinues to remember, respect, and honor this
fallen hero!”

In 2014, the Tunica County Education Foun-
dation created the Private First Class (PFC)
William Brandon Dawson Memorial Scholar-
ship program in his honor. The foundation cre-
ators wrote a tribute to PFC Dawson that de-
tails the reasons for establishing the scholar-
ship, “Private First Class William Brandon
Dawson served in the United States Army in
Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Free-
dom. He made the ultimate sacrifice for his
country and his community on September 24,
2010, and this scholarship has been estab-
lished to honor his memory, bravery, char-
acter, and commitment.”

PFC Dawson is survived by his parents,
Reverend Willie Dawson, Jr. and Quita
Weeden-Dawson, his  stepfather, Elton
Tresvant; his grandparents, Marilyn Williams,
Willie Dawson, Sr. and Shirley Dawson, Joe
Dan Weeden and Julia Weeden; his four
brothers, Joseph Dawson, David Dawson,
Daniel Dawson, and Elijah Dawson; his three
sisters, Gabrielle Dawson, Whitney Robinson,
and Kelli Campbell; his uncle, Larry Williams;
his aunt, Phillis Williams; his four cousins,
Kashia Williams, Erving Nelson Williams,
Pennie Smith, and Adam Williams.

PFC Dawson proudly served our nation to
protect the freedoms we all enjoy. His service
will always be remembered.
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Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to offer my sincere grati-
tude for Debbie Watrous and her 24 remark-
able years of service to New Hampshire Hu-
manities.

Debbie’s time and dedication to serve our
state through this organization has been an in-
valuable contribution, and | congratulate and
thank her on her tremendous achievements.
Through her role as the Development Director,
Director of Special Projects, Associate Direc-
tor, and most recently as Executive Director,
Debbie helped make public programming
more accessible. Her work allowed more
Granite Staters to discover culture, history,
and new ideas.

Now, Debbie will continue her career in
service to others with a new position at
FoodCorps, where she will work to ensure that
children in every school have access to nutri-
tious food so they can live healthier lives and
reach their full potential.

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have
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benefitted from Debbie’s work, | thank her for
her many years of service to the Granite
State, and wish her the best of luck in her new
role.

———
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Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Byron Bunker for receiving the
Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal.
Mr. Bunker's work as Director of Compliance
Programs for the Environmental Protection
Agency was key to uncovering Volkswagen
Group’s automotive  emissions  evasion
scheme and safeguarding public health.

Since 1999, Mr. Bunker has worked for the
EPA’s National Vehicle and Fuel Emissions
Laboratory in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which con-
ducts tests to certify that vehicles and engines
meet the United States’ emissions and fuel
economy standards. As Director of the
NVFEL’s Compliance Division, Mr. Bunker
tests automobiles and their components to en-
sure that they comply with clean air regula-
tions. Working in conjunction with academic
researchers and other federal officials, Mr.
Bunker helped uncover and halt a scheme by
Volkswagen to evade emissions standards
through the use of software designed to inten-
tionally fool regulators about the true emis-
sions levels of its diesel vehicles. This dis-
covery eventually resulted in the largest pen-
alty ever levied against a car manufacturer
and helped lay the foundation for additional
criminal investigations. These have resulted in
$4.3 billion in civil and criminal penalties, as
well as indictments against Volkswagen ex-
ecutives.

Mr. Bunker's expertise and tireless efforts
played a critical role in uncovering this wrong-
doing and underscore the importance of the
EPA’s enforcement efforts. As a result of Mr.
Bunker’'s work, the EPA was not only able to
detect a sophisticated and widespread emis-
sions evasion scheme, but also strengthen its
testing procedures to prevent similar decep-
tions in the future. Through his rigorous work
and collaboration with other officials in the
EPA, Mr. Bunker has been an important driver
of efforts to protect Americans’ health and the
environment, and it is my hope that he con-
tinues to effectively safeguard public health
and safety in the years ahead.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Byron Bunker for being awarded
the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America
Medal. Mr. Bunker's rigorous enforcement
work has been important in protecting public
health and safety.
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IN RECOGNITION OF SUICIDE PRE-
VENTION MONTH AND THE NEED
TO COMBAT VETERAN SUICIDE
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Suicide Prevention
Month and to draw attention to the continuing
fight against veteran suicide.

Sadly, approximately 20 veterans take their
own lives every day. In August 2016 the Vet-
erans Administration released a comprehen-
sive report on veteran suicide. Among the dis-
turbing statistics in this report, it was revealed
that though veterans make up 8.5 percent of
the U.S. population, they accounted for 18
percent of suicides in 2014. This report also
showed that we lost more veterans to suicide
in 2014 than soldiers to the battlefield during
Operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom combined. It is clear that for many vet-
erans a more arduous battle with PTSD and
mental illness arises after they return from
combat.

That is why | am a proud sponsor of H.R.
411, the Veteran Suicide Prevention Act. This
bill would require the VA to complete a pub-
licly available review of the deaths of veterans
who died by suicide during the preceding five-
year period. The review would include key
facts, such as the total number of veterans
who have died by suicide, a comprehensive
list of the medications prescribed to and found
in the systems of such veterans, the percent-
age of such veterans with combat experience
or trauma, Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities with disproportionately high rates of
psychiatric drug prescriptions and suicide
among veterans, and recommendations to im-
prove the safety and well-being of veterans.

This review would provide vital information
for identifying risk factors for suicide and im-
proving mental healthcare for veterans. It is
through gaining this understanding of the
needs of veterans that we can work to stop
this terrible epidemic.

HONORING THE 80TH
ANNIVERSARY OF KSRO

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleague Congressman MIKE
THOMPSON, to recognize the 80th anniversary
of Sonoma County’s KSRO radio station.

When the station first began broadcasting in
1937, KSRO was California’s largest radio sta-
tion north of the Golden Gate Bridge. Origi-
nally located in an old Navy Air Station, KSRO
provided homecare, music, and news pro-
grams throughout the 1940s and 1950s. The
station adopted several formats over the years
to match the interests of the day, leaning more
heavily into music programming by the 1960s
before transitioning into a talk and news cen-
tered station in 1987, a format the station con-
tinues to maintain to this day.
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